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Abstract: 

Since its foundation by the Imam Malik, the Maalikis’ doctrine has incurred 
different stages of conventional and scientific development ; subsequently, each stage 
has its own characteristics and proper features. However,  scholars have diverged in 
dividing these stages; some of them have divided it into five, where as others have 
gathered it in only three stages, on the top of them, El-Fadhel Ben Achour’s study 
which remains the most thourough and inclusive than the others. Therefore, broadly 
speaking, the stages of the emergence of the Maliki doctrine were : the Foundation 
stage, the branching stage, the application stage, the revision and critique stage, then 
finally the collecting and abbreviation stage. Nevertheless, El-Fadhel Ben Ashour’s 
division to the stages of the doctrine were graded into three main roles, each phase 
has its own characteristics and proper features represented in  :  

First: The role of emergence: foundation and rooting: this is the stage of 
establishing and rooting was characterised by the emergence of Malik’s scientific 
personality of the dual specialization in which he combined between both the science 
of the hadith and Islamic jurisprudence Science i.e Fiqh. 

Second: The role of evolution: It encompasses the phases of branching, application 
and weighting. It was distinguished by the emergence of the Malikis most prominent 
figures 

Third: The role of stability: This stage was marked by the appearance of 
explanations, abbreviations, footnotes and amendments. However, the most 
distinctive feature of this role is the role of weighting depending on the lesson of 
words and its scrutiny. Consequently, these distinctive features of the stages of 
development, has made it an outstanding distinct firmly established doctrine constant 
vigorously to this day . 
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